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As, however, the arytenoid cartilage here acts as a two-
armed lever, the portion which lies within the cricoid
cartilage will move backwards and upwards, and at the
same time rotate upon a vertical axis in such a manner
that its vocal process will be turned inwards. The
central point for all these movements is here, again, the
point of attachment of the vocal chord (in the wider
sense) to the cricoid cartilage, as the action of the muscle
in question, if entirely unobstructed, would be to draw
the muscular process of the arytenoid cartilage into a

FIG. 17.

Action of the posterior crico-arytenoid muscle.   The arrow shows the direction in
which it pulls.    Side view.    (Cf. Fig. 19.)

straight line with the central point of its origin, and
with the point of attachment of the vocal chord to the
cricoid cartilage. The movement, therefore, which this
muscle imparts to the arytenoid cartilage is in all
respects similar to that which it derives from the thy TO-
arytenoid, and, like the latter, occasions the closure of
the glottis, or its adjustment for the utterance of sound ;
the one difference being that the glottis is placed higher.
The two other muscles of the arytenoid cartilage have
the opposite effect upon the glottis ; that is, they widen
it. This is most clearly seen in the posterior crico-